USEFUL WEBSITES & HINTS
1. Remember the WEB will only give back as much information back as you as you input to it
2. Search Engines

A:   Google   

B:   Yahoo

C:    Ask Jeeves

3. Price  Comparison  Websites  for insurance , utilities ETC

IE  www.moneysupermarket.com  for general advice from Martin Lewis 
      www.comparethemarket.com  for car insurance +

     www.compare-creditcards.com Guide to credit cards & associated costs
THERE are few more boring ways to spend a Saturday than phoning around for quotes on household utilities and financial services. But as people look to trim their budgets, the internet is making the process less painful: price-comparison sites, which scour the web, can return scores of options in a few seconds. Thanks to an advertising blitz in the past two years, they have grabbed a giant stake in some markets: up to 40% of car insurance in Britain is now sold through comparison sites, according to Datamonitor, a research firm. Moneysupermarket.com, the biggest of the hundred or so players, turned over £99m in the first half of 2008.

Nowhere in the world are such sites so influential. One reason is that insurance, their biggest market, is commonly sold directly by insurers in Britain; in most of Europe brokers do the lion’s share. Utilities, too, are unusually easy to change: each year 18% of Britons switch their electricity supplier, against 3% of Germans. And online banking is well established, so buying financial services via the web comes naturally. The experiment is to be repeated abroad: Moneysupermarket has just started up in Germany and Confused.com, a rival, plans to open in Europe this year.

Not everyone is delighted about the rise of these sites. Their revenues come from commission on products they recommend, and for some products, notably insurance, they refuse to list providers who fail to cough up. Some particularly resent the way sites style themselves consumer champions, rather than paid introducers (a notion that newspapers seldom question, since most use the comparison companies to power parts of their own websites). And regulation is piecemeal: whereas Consumer Focus, an energy watchdog, endorses only sites that give quotes for all energy companies (including those that do not pay commission), there is no equivalent code for insurance listings. 
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A backlash is under way. Some insurers have refused to pay the commission and opted out; one, Direct Line, portrays its absence from the sites as a virtue, claiming that it has “taken out the middleman”. That is doubtful: the £45 or so in commission that comparison sites charge for motor cover is much less than it costs to acquire a new customer through TV advertising, points out Ian Williams of Moneysupermarket. Stephen Yap of TNS, a market-research firm, agrees: “Comparison sites have levelled the playing field for small companies. Previously it all depended on advertising budgets; now it’s about price.”

That means companies bust a gut to get prices down—sometimes at the expense of quality. In a ruse highlighted by Which?, a consumer group, excess payments on insurance policies are set very high in order to keep premiums low. The unremitting focus on headline prices may also explain how 300,000 Britons ended up with their savings in Icesave, a high-paying Icelandic bank that has since collapsed: it led price-comparison lists for months.

The downturn will make price-comparison sites more popular than ever, but they may not benefit much. Though the big sites report increased traffic as people look to cut their bills, the credit crunch has hit them hard. Mortgages, loans and credit cards are a big chunk of business for some sites, and they have got much scarcer of late. Moneysupermarket’s shares fell by nearly 60% last summer after one big lender shut up shop, and they have yet to bounce back. Two years ago the site offered more than 30,000 mortgage products; today it has fewer than 3,000. Consumers are not the only ones feeling the pinch. 

Once you have saved the small fortune on these services from the websites On the web, where are you going to spend the extra lolly, a holiday perhaps.
Let’s start with a few basics

A. Decide where you want to go

B. Go to a travel agent and grab your brochures

C. Bring them home, peruse them, get some ideas

D. Find the tour operators website

E. Have a look online, remembering  to clear cookies between visits ( Tools / Options/Clear History)
F. Facts, Midweek Flights are cheaper than weekends, Car Parking don’t  book with  Travel Agent Google it first

G. Tripadvisor, Holidays Uncovered ,even just typing the name of your selected destination  in Google will often provide a mine of information from Local Tourist Boards etc

H. My final tip for cheaper travel costs sign up to www.vouchercodes.co.uk
. 

   TRAVEL | Full list of the best and most useful travel websites 

1. Tripadvisor (tripadvisor.co.uk) boasts more than 11 million members, clubbing together to rate and review hotels, B&Bs, restaurants and more throughout the world. 

2. Travelsupermarket (travelsupermarket.com) covers everything from late package deals to insurance; one of the best price comparison sites. 

3. Tripit (tripit.com) lets you use details from multiple travel sites to create one master itinerary, then furnish it with maps, weather reports and activities. 

4. ILonely Planet (lonelyplanet.com), the godfather of globe-trotting websites, is an all-conquering reserve of tips, information and recommended tours. 

5. With Audioguide2go (audioguide2go.com) you can download free audio tours onto your mp3 player, then plug in and head off the beaten track. 

6. Photosynth (photosynth.net), one of the most magical tools on the web, combines multiple photos taken by web users of the same scene into one huge, interactive picture. 

7. Skyscanner (skyscanner.net), lets you browse for flights via price and location, then compare prices using their nifty fare graph. 

8. Hazelmail (hazelmail.com) turns the humble postcard into a fully-personalised thing of beauty: no matter where in the world you may be, you can upload a holiday snap, write a message, and it’ll be printed and sent for less than £1. 

9. Trip Kick (tripkick.com) gives you the inside scoop on hotels around the globe: how big the rooms are, whether they’re quiet, if there’s a good vie
Buying products online, and saving money Research , find what you want, then check ebay, amazon etc,
Is there a reason for it being cheaper, are the models exactly the same, look for product reviews, too many good reviews can sometimes make you suspicious !!!!

 01. screenr.com – record movies of your desktop and send them straight to YouTube. 
02. bounceapp.com – for capturing full length screenshots of web pages. 
03. goo.gl – shorten long URLs and convert URLs into QR codes. 
04. untiny.me – find the original URLs that's hiding behind a short URLs. 
05. localti.me – know more than just the local time of a city 
06. copypastecharacter.com – copy special characters that aren't on your keyboard. 
07. topsy.com – a better search engine for twitter. 
08. fb.me/AppStore – search iOS app without launching iTunes. 
09. iconfinder.com – the best place to find icons of all sizes. 
10. office.com – download templates, clipart and images for your Office documents. 
11. woorank.com – everything you wanted to know about a website. 
12. virustotal.com – scan any suspicious file or email attachment for viruses. 
13. wolframalpha.com – gets answers directly without searching  - see more wolfram tips. 
14. printwhatyoulike.com – print web pages without the clutter. 
15. joliprint.com – reformats news articles and blog content as a newspaper. 
16. isnsfw.com – when you wish to share a NSFW page but with a warning. 
17. e.ggtimer.com – a simple online timer for your daily needs. 
18. coralcdn.org – if a site is down due to heavy traffic, try accessing it through coral CDN. 
19. random.org – pick random numbers, flip coins, and more. 
20. mywot.com – check the trust level of any website - example. 
21. viewer.zoho.com – Preview PDFs and Presentations directly in the browser. 
22. tubemogul.com – simultaneously upload videos to YouTube and other video sites. 
23. truveo.com – the best place for searching web videos. 
24. scr.im – share you email address online without worrying about spam. 
25. spypig.com – now get read receipts for your email. 
26. sizeasy.com – visualize and compare the size of any product. 
27. whatfontis.com – quickly determine the font name from an image. 
28. fontsquirrel.com – a good collection of fonts – free for personal and commercial use. 
29. regex.info – find data hidden in your photographs – see more EXIF tools. 
30. tineye.com – this is like an online version of Google Googles. 
31. iwantmyname.com – helps you search domains across all TLDs. 
32. tabbloid.com – your favorite blogs delivered as PDFs. 
33. join.me – share you screen with anyone over the web. 
34. onlineocr.net – recognize text from scanned PDFs and images – see other OCR tools. 
35. flightstats.com - Track flight status at airports worldwide. 
36. wetransfer.com – for sharing really big files online. 
37. pastebin.com – a temporary online clipboard for your text and code snippets. 
38. polishmywriting.com – check your writing for spelling or grammatical errors. 
39. awesomehighlighter.com – easily highlight the important parts of a web page. 
40. typewith.me – work on the same document with multiple people. 
41. whichdateworks.com – planning an event? find a date that works for all. 
42. everytimezone.com – a less confusing view of the world time zones. 
43. warrick.cs.odu.edu – you'll need this when your bookmarked web pages are deleted. 
44. gtmetrix.com – the perfect tool for measuring your site performance online. 
45. imo.im - chat with your buddies on Skype, Facebook, Google Talk, etc. from one place. 
46. translate.google.com – translate web pages, PDFs and Office documents. 
47. youtube.com/leanback – enjoy a never ending stream of YouTube videos in full-screen. 
48. similarsites.com – discover new sites that are similar to what you like already. 
49. wordle.net – quick summarize long pieces of text with tag clouds. 
50. bubbl.us – create mind-maps, brainstorm ideas in the browser. 
51. kuler.adobe.com – get color ideas, also extract colors from photographs. 
52. followupthen.com – setup quick reminders via email itself. 
53. lmgtfy.com – when your friends are too lazy to use Google on their own. 
54. tempalias.com – generate temporary email aliases, better than disposable email. 
55. pdfescape.com – lets you can quickly edit PDFs in the browser itself. 
56. faxzero.com – send an online fax for free – see more fax services. 
57. feedmyinbox.com – get RSS feeds as an email newsletter. 
58. isendr.com – transfer files without uploading to a server. 
59. tinychat.com – setup a private chat room in micro-seconds. 
60. privnote.com – create text notes that will self-destruct after being read. 
61. flightaware.com – live flight tracking service for airports worldwide. 
62. boxoh.com – track the status of any shipment on Google Maps – alternative. 
63. chipin.com – when you need to raise funds online for an event or a cause. 
64. downforeveryoneorjustme.com – find if your favorite website is offline or not? 
65. example.com – this website can be used as an example in documentation. 
66. whoishostingthis.com – find the web host of any website. 
67. google.com/history – found something on Google but can't remember it now? 
68. errorlevelanalysis.com – find whether a photo is real or a photoshopped one. 
69. google.com/dictionary – get word meanings, pronunciations and usage examples. 
70. urbandictionary.com – find definitions of slangs and informal words. 
71. seatguru.com – consult this site before choosing a seat for your next flight. 
72. sxc.hu – download stock images absolutely free. 
73. zoom.it – view very high-resolution images in your browser without scrolling. 
74. wobzip.org – unzip your compressed files online. 
75. vocaroo.com – record your voice with a click. 
76. scribblemaps.com – create custom Google Maps easily. 
77. buzzfeed.com – never miss another Internet meme or viral video. 
78. alertful.com – quickly setup email reminders for important events. 
79. encrypted.google.com – prevent your ISP and boss from reading your search queries. 
80. formspring.me – you can ask or answer personal questions here. 
81. snopes.com – find if that email offer you received is real or just another scam. 
82. typingweb.com – master touch-typing with these practice sessions. 
83. mailvu.com – send video emails to anyone using your web cam. 
84. ge.tt – quickly send a file to someone, they can even preview it before downloading. 
85. timerime.com – create timelines with audio, video and images. 
86. stupeflix.com – make a movie out of your images, audio and video clips. 
87. aviary.com/myna – an online audio editor that lets record, and remix audio clips online. 
88. noteflight.com – print music sheets, write your own music online (review). 
89. disposablewebpage.com – create a temporary web page that self-destruct. 
90. namemytune.com – when you need to find the name of a song. 
91. homestyler.com – design from scratch or re-model your home in 3d. 
92. snapask.com – use email on your phone to find sports scores, read Wikipedia, etc. 
93. teuxdeux.com – a beautiful to-do app that looks like your paper dairy. 
94. livestream.com – broadcast events live over the web, including your desktop screen. 
95. bing.com/images – automatically find perfectly-sized wallpapers for mobiles. 
96. historio.us – preserve complete web pages with all the formatting. 
97. dabbleboard.com – your virtual whiteboard. 
98. whisperbot.com – send an email without using your own account. 
99. sumopaint.com – an excellent layer-based online image editor. 
100. lovelycharts.com – create flowcharts, network diagrams, sitemaps, etc. 
101. nutshellmail.com – Get your Facebook and Twitter streams in your inbox
